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Online Merch Store
We’re excited to announce the grand opening of the online St. Louis County Library Foundation Merch Store! Show your 
support for our library branches with exclusive apparel and accessories. From cozy tees to cute enamel pins, there’s something for every 
book lover. Purchase today and wear your library pride! All proceeds go directly to support SLCL programming. 
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Note from the President
Thank you for your continued support of  
the St. Louis County Library Foundation.  
Your donation, large or small, makes a 
difference and funds programming and  
events that further SLCL’s mission to serve  
the community’s literacy needs from infancy  
to adulthood. 

A heartfelt thank you to the generous sponsors 
and enthusiastic attendees who made 

August’s Popped From the Page event such a success (see more on 
page 5). Food trucks, cocktails, a movie “popped from the page” of 
a classic book, raffles, games and great prizes delighted the crowd. 
This new initiative raised over $108,000—funds that will power 
innovative community support and literacy programs that reach far 
beyond the walls of traditional libraries. Soon we will announce a 
date and details about our Fall 2026 fundraising gala so you can 
mark your calendars!  

In a world that’s constantly shifting and often uncertain, St. Louis 
County Library stands as a steadfast haven—offering everyone a 

welcoming space to learn, grow and thrive through its rich array of 
resources. While public tax dollars keep our libraries running, funds 
raised by the St. Louis County Library Foundation help us do more 

for our patrons. 

After you read more in this issue 
about the amazing work going  
on at SLCL, I hope you will 
consider making a donation to the 
Foundation. Use the envelope in 
the middle of this publication or 
donate online at foundation.slcl.org. 
With your support, we can 
continue to enrich minds, 

enhance lives and expand perspectives in our community.

Hello from the Development Team
Hello (again)! 

The dog days of summer have finally passed 
and the rest of the year is going to fly by before 
we even know it. So far in 2025 we have: 
hosted our first-ever Popped from the Page 
event, hosted 109 authors (and over 26,000 of 
you!) at the Clark Family Branch with our 
Author Events program and so many other 
amazing things. All of those events and 

programs are only possible with the support of our donors. I’d like to 
take a moment to say this again: thank you. 

In the next few weeks, you will receive our annual appeal. In this 
letter we hope to give you a glimpse of the amazing impact that gifts 
to the St. Louis County Library Foundation can make. As you will 
see in these pages, when you make a gift, your impact truly travels 
all across the region. 

We’re looking ahead to the remainder of 2025 and a new start to 
2026. We can’t wait for you to be part of it! Thank you again for your 
support and your commitment to helping the Foundation Go Beyond 
the Page! 

With deep appreciation, 

Ashley Sexton 
Manager, Development

With gratitude, 

Lisa Hanly 
Foundation Board President
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On August 9th, the St. Louis County Library Foundation hosted its first ever Popped from the Page fundraiser. Guests spread out on the lawn at 
the Clark Family Branch to enjoy a showing of a A Knights Tale, based on the Canterbury Tales, and dinner from local foodtrucks. Inside there 
was a punch wall full of prizes that sold out before the movie began!  

Thank you to everyone who attended Popped from the Page with the St. Louis County Library Foundation. This event serves as the largest 
fundraiser of the year for the Foundation, and raised over $108,000 all in support of programming at SLCL. 

With Gratitude! 
 
Thank you to all of our event and in-kind sponsors: Dowd Bennett, KSDK, Susan Nagarkatti, Daniel & Henry Co., Lashly & Baer, P.C., Mary 
Gira, Premier Financial Partners, Husch Backwell, Linda Legg, Avison Young, Ameren, Commerce Bank, Midwest Regional Bank, MAI, 
Kranzberg Arts Foundation, Shook Hardy & Bacon L.L.P., Kristen Sorth, Lisa Hanly & Michael Ferguson, Washington University in  
St. Louis, U.S. Bank, Lamar Johnson Collaborative, Stock & Associates Consulting Engineers, Inc., Ted Sanditz, Anders CPA, ICS 
Construction Services, Ltd. 
 
In-Kind Sponsors: Alamo Drafthouse, Anderson Archival, Bark Box, Chick-Fil-A Des Peres, Chick-Fil-A Sunset Hills, Circus Flora, Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant, Costco, Crumbl  
Des Peres, Dohmo Ice Cream, Float STL, Gorjana, Kaldi’s Coffee, Kendra Scott, Michael W. Martin, Missouri History Museum, Mud Creek Market, The Novel Neighbor, QuikTrip (QT),  
Six Flags St. Louis, St. Louis Aquarium at Union Station, Saint Louis Art Museum, St. Louis Cardinals, St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, Swing Around Fun Town, Target, The Magic House, 
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, The Wine Merchant, Top Golf Chesterfield, Total Wine and More, Urban Air Sunset Hills.

Popped from the Page
Ashley Sexton, Manager, Development
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Michael Lewis is well known for his nonfiction bestsellers. From “Liars 
Poker” to “The Big Short” to “Moneyball,” Lewis uses simple language 
to untangle complicated topics and offers readers a new perspective.

In “Who Is Government: The Untold Story 
of Public Service,” Lewis introduces eight 
essays that appeared in a 2024 
Washington Post Opinions series with the 
goal of profiling the essential public servant. 
The contributors included novelists, 
journalists, a historian, and  
a comedian. They were free to investigate 
the government agency of their choice.

There exists in American culture an 
unfortunate negative stereotype of the 

typical government worker – one who clocks in from nine to five, 
cares little about the work, and brings nothing of added value to the 
institution.

What these seven writers found was quite the opposite. Lewis has 
collected inspiring stories of innovative men and women dedicated to 
the public good. Their accomplishments are mostly unknown. One 
former federal worker compared joining civil service to entering the 
witness protection program in that nobody will know about the 
excellent work done.

Michael Lewis writes about Christopher Mark of the Department of 
Labor who developed better safety standards to protect mineworkers. 
Mark spent time working in the mines and brought a different 
perspective on the problem. He noticed that coal companies had 
begun to view fatalities from roof collapse as part of the cost of doing 
business and thought they could do better. Mark’s sympathy for the 
underdog, his experience working in the mines, and his drive for 
improvement helped him make the mining world better. After 
widespread adoption of his methods, 2016 was the first year in the 
United States with zero fatalities due to roof collapse.

Jarod Koopman, an investigator for the IRS, is profiled by novelist 
Geraldine Brooks. Brooks confesses that a character like Koopman in 

one of her novels would seem outlandish. “You just do not give your 
protagonist a set of attributes that includes black belts, vintage trucks, 
sommelier certificates, tattooed biceps, a wholesome, all-American 
rural family and a deeply consequential yet uncelebrated and  
under-renumerated career in global cybercrime.” (p. 135) Koopman’s 
work led to one of the biggest criminal settlements in history.

Sarah Vowell describes Pamela Wright of the National Archives as an 
“inventive civil servant who answers to her people.” (p. 179) As the 
agency’s first chief innovation officer, Wright used emerging 
technologies to share digital copies of records online. She also started 
the Citizen Archivist program in which volunteers from all over the 
country transcribe documents for the archives. Wright is committed  
to the mission of protecting and sharing our national heritage.

A throughline in these profiles is the phenomenon of highly 
accomplished people deflecting all praise and credit. Dave Eggers 
writes about the difficulty of reporting on the self-effacing employees 
of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. “There was such a relentless 
emphasis on teams and groups and predecessors, and such a deep 
unwillingness from anyone to put themselves forward, or to talk too 
much, or above all take credit for anything.” (p. 79)

Casey Cep found the same thing in her profile of Ronald Walters of  
the National Cemetery Association. Walters brought a level of energy 
and dedication that dramatically improved the organization. His 
commitment to excellence is so appealing that employees report that 
encounters with Walters left them wanting to do better. Walter’s hope 
is that his innovations will not be remembered as his. “The greatest 
thing that can happen is no one can remember who did it or how it 
was done; everybody has taken a piece of the idea, and it’s been 
institutionalized.” (p. 67)

The stories in these essays are heartening. It is a pleasure to spend  
a little time paying attention to humble people doing important work. 
What drives these talented folks to toil behind the scenes, avoiding 
notice? They may have discovered the secret that so many 
government workers already know. Dedicating one’s talents and 
efforts to public service can be richly satisfying.

by Jennifer Alexander, Adult Collection Development Specialist

Showing Your Work

From the Stacks     
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This summer, St. Louis County Library (SLCL) expanded its popular 
ePopUp Library at seven area children’s healthcare facilities—bringing 
the joy of reading to young patients and their families, right where  
they are. Starting June 20, 2025, kids and their families can now 
effortlessly access a wealth of stories and inspiration through a simple 
scan of a QR code. 

Imagine walking into a hospital room and instantly picking up a 
beloved story—digitally! That’s exactly what ePopUp Library offers. 
No library card needed. Just scan, borrow, and enjoy. You’ll find 
hundreds of popular kids’ titles—think Dog Man, Wings of Fire, Spy 
School, and more—with content available for 7-day checkout. All 
brought to them in a way that is safe and accessible. This format 
means children with weakened immune systems, or specific 
accessibility needs can find comfort in their favorite characters. 

But that’s not all: a separate QR code opens a special collection 
tailored for parents, caregivers, and teens. The collection features 
bestselling fiction, nonfiction, and teen-focused reads. An internet 
connection is required for browsing, but once books or audiobooks 
are selected, they can be downloaded and accessed offline. 

SLCL Brings ePopUp Library to Seven  
Area Children’s Healthcare Locations

Did you know? 
 
Did you know at SLCL you can check out more than just books? The Library of Things is a collection of  
non-traditional materials including musical instruments, fishing equipment, games, kits, puzzles and more 

–all available to check out for free with a library card. 
 
For more information about what is in our Library of Things head to  
slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things

“We are thrilled to work with these seven organizations to provide their 
young patients, families and caregivers with easy access to books 
and audiobooks,” says Kristen Sorth, SLCL’s Director & CEO. “The 
healing power of reading has been demonstrated over and over again. 
Books contain adventures, comfort, humor, courage, and friendship.”

Echoing that vision, Ella Trinkle, 
Special Education School 
Teacher at SSM Health Cardinal 
Glennon Children’s Hospital, 
shares, “This resource is a way 
to further our reach… helping all 
our families find the stories that 
will foster a love of literacy.” 

Launched in 2024, the ePopUp 
Library has already appeared in 
locations across St. Louis 
County—including MetroLink 
stations, government offices, 
Schnucks stores, and Lambert 

International Airport. So far, more than 3,972 titles have been checked 
out through the program. And amid a rising demand for digital 
borrowing, this initiative stands out as a Midwest first.

The program is now live in seven local children’s healthcare facilities 
• SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital 
• Ranken Jordan Pediatric Bridge Hospital 
• Ronald McDonald House Charities 
• Mercy Kids 
• HavenHouse St. Louis 
• Shriners Children’s St. Louis 
• St. Louis Children’s Hospital
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Donors
The following is a list of individuals, companies and organizations who have donated to the St. Louis County Library Foundation between the 
dates of January 1, 2025 through June 30, 2025.

Trish & Michael Abbene, Jr.
Peri Abeln
Ellen Abramson
Barbara & E.Z. Adelman
Jaqueline Aguilar
Stewart G. & Leah Albert
Marcia Alden
Jennifer Alexander
Carolyn Allen
Cody Allison
David & Melanie A. Alpers
Ameren Corporation
Mary Lou Anderson
Terry Anderson
Susan Ankenbrand
Paige Antonacci
Melanie Appelbaum
Ann Apprill
Tim & Judy Arnold
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Nancy K. Ash
Mark Astroth
Linda Austin
Avison Young
Douglas Ayer
Laura Dierberg & Brock Ayers
Allison Babb
Jen Backer
Janet Baldwin & Joseph Heptig
Terri Banderet
George R. & Roslyn D. Barber
Margaret Bargeon
Patricia Barney
Jan Barrett
Wayne Bartl
Bernice B. Bascom
Cynthia L. Bausola
Jacqueline S. Becker
Christy Beckmann
Lynn L. Beckwith, Jr.
Jan Behn
Nancy Bengtson
Nancy W. Benson
Brian Beracha
Kathy Berg
Berges Family Foundation
Dan & Barb Bindler
Clifford & Carolyn Birge
David & Anne Blackburn
Lauren Blackburn

Rick Blaha
Leslie M. Bloom & Tom Mueller
Annie & Jim Blum
Irving & Melody H. Boime
Rachel Bolin
Richard Bonds
Bonhemy LLC
Arthur Bourey
Chris & Joan Bowe
Conrad & Linda Bowers
David E. Bowman
Marsha S. Bray
Marilyn J. Brennan
Caitlin Brenner
Laura Brickey
Barbara M. Briggs
Lisa Brinkmann
Nancy Brooks
Barry & Jean Brown
Gordon & DeAnne Brown
Laurie Brown
Steven M. & Marilyn Brown
Patti Bubash
Matthew Buchholz
Patricia M. Buehler
Chris A. Buhr
Brandi Bunn
Michael Burke
Lynn Burkhart
Susan J. Busch
David & Lance Butler
Caroline Caligiuri
Diane L. Canaga
Tom & Dorel Canty
Carolina Carpenter
Mary Carpenter
James M. Carr
Donna L. Cartwright & Steve Smith
Michael D. Case  
     & Alkistis Lappas-Case
Joe & Monica Castagno
Sue Cejka
Janice Chadha
Annie Chan
Harry Charles
Kathy & Paul Chilcutt
Gregory D. & Kathleen Chopin
Chris Chorlins
Ming-Hua Chung
Cigna

Citi
Andrea Clark
Ellen Clark
Susan Clark
Rebecca D. Clarke
Brian & Vicki Clevinger
Ken & Sophia Cluck
Sarah Coble
Colonial Dames of America  
     St. Louis Chapter
Larry & Faith Comensky
Commerce Bancshares Foundation
Commerce Bank
Nancee Compton
Eileen Condon
Caroline Connelly
Kelly Connors
Frances A. Cook
Roz & TJ Cook
William E. & Donna Cooper
Russell & Susan Copper
Mark Corman
William M. & Ann Phillips Corrigan
Robert & Rebecca Courtney
Jeanette R. Craig
Edward & Laura Crites
Debra J. & Bill Cronin
Anna E Crosslin
Dan J. Czolgosz
Carol Dappert
Carol Darnall
Bruce A. Darrough
Brian M. Davies
Delta Dental
Robert Dempsey
Martha Desloge
Mary Rose Desloge
Bart Devoti
Rose Mary Dieckhaus
George L. Diederich
Elaine R. Diller
Ginny Dittmar
Kathleen Dombrink
Susan Donahue
Margaret Donnelly
Judith A. Donohue
Elizabeth J. Douglass
Dowd Bennett LLP
Susan Drilling
Philip S. Dudley

Duke Energy
Jane Dunehew
Lyndsay Durbin
Debra L. Ebel
Hope R. & Julian I. Edison
Ava E. Ehrlich
Phyllis Ellis
Melissa Endres
Brittany Engle
Angela Erickson
Gloria Ezekiel Kweskin  
     & Daniel Kweskin
Ann Falk
Laura Farkas
Catherine A. Faught
Michael Fergus
Veronica Fernhoff
Julie M. Ferrie
Richard & Dianna Fine
Ed Finkelstein & Rose Jonas
Lewis C. Fischbein
Gerrie Fletcher
Matthew & Jennifer Flores
Roxanne Fogal
David Fontana
Rishon Fontinel
Janis K. & James Forsen
Bob & Marti Fowler
James & Mary Ann Frain
Laurence J. Frezek
Lois Friedman
John & Dawn Frierdich
Frank S. Friet
Mary C Frost
David Furman
Albert Gallardo & Carol O’Neill
Mary Garavaglia
Doris Gardner
Diane Garea
Stafford & Stephanie B. Gavin
Ken Gesch
Peggy Gibstine
Susan K. Gilbert
Lisa Giljum-Jansky
Elizabeth Gilmore
Debbie Gilula
Joseph & Mary P. Gira
Celeste A. Gleason
Vanessa Glenn
Thomas Goettelmann
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Mary Ann Goldberg
Margaret M. Golden
Ben & Linda Goldstein
Carol Goodman
Susan Goodman
Google
Jane Grady
Ashley Gray
Great Southern Bank
Melissa Green
Marilyn Grieshaber
Dwight & Sandra Guerrant
Roberta & Michael B. Gutwein
Mary & James Hacking
Linda M. Hahn
Lisa Hanly & Michael Ferguson
Gayla Hannon
Will & Judy Hansen
Gregg S. & Maureen Hanson
Judy Hardebeck
C Hardy
Lisa Hart
Michael Hartman
Kathleen Hawley
Eileen Heidenheimer
Cynthia L Heidorn
Patrick Hendershot
Judith E. Henke
Timothy & Rita Hennessey
Hillary Hentschel
Herman T. & Phenie R. Pott Foundation
Margaret A. Hesse
Michael & Jeanne Hevesy
Alene Hill
James B. & Joyce R. Hill, III
Makita Hill
Dave Hirschbuehler
Jennifer Hoffman
Patricia Hoffman
Mary & Anthony Hoffmann
Richard W. Hokamp
Audrey Holdsworth
Mary Ellen Holmes
Janet Horner
Ruth Huebner
Jack M. & Teresa Huether
Roy & Merle Huffman
Robert & Christine Hughes
Jennifer Hughey
Clinton & Judith Hurdle

Husch Blackwell LLC
Susan & Douglas Hyer
ICS Construction Services, LTD
Theresa Iffrig
Joel S. & Joanne G. Iskiwitch
Roy Ivey
Thomas W. & Emily James, Jr.
Erin Jameson
Angela Janik
Mindy Jarrett
Dean & Cheryl Joerling
Morris Joftus
Shirley Jones
Sue Juen
Jerry & Joan Kaemmer
Tom Kaiman
David Kaiser
Janet Katz
Michael & Susan Kearney
Chris W. Keating
James & Cathy Kennedy
Mary Joan Kenny
James Kerley, Jr.
Deanna Kiel
James A. Kilgore
Mary Ann & Chris Kinder
Tom & Melody King
Trisha Kinninger
Bonnie N. Kleyboecker
Lila S. Kline
Stephanie Kline-Tissi & Brad Tissi
Rich & Stephany Kniep
Michael L. Kohn
Richard Kohnen
Nancy Koller
Linda Kotthoff
Kelly Kraemer
Tom & Eileen Krahman
Marc S. & Prudence Kramer
Kranzberg Arts Foundation
Martha Kratzer
Jeri Krieger
Dottie Kroenung
Joan Krueger
Wes Kruse
Toni M. Kutchan
Lawrence E. & Hannah Langsam
Laura Laramore
Elaine Sponberg Larson
Pat Larson

Deborah P. Lauer
Monica L. Lauer
Joseph Lee
Linda S. Legg
Barbara Levin
Angela D. Link
Marilyn Lipman
Anita & John Lloyd
Mark Lo
Charles & Jo Ann Lombardo
Kathy Lordo
Jonathan B. Losos
Ann Ludlow
Cathy Luna Horneyer
Gail Luther
Carl A. & Lynn Lyss
Lowe S. & Judith E. MacLean
Ian & Annie Magdits
Libby Magee
MAI Capital Management, LLC
Tabitha Mailhes
June E. Makowski
Janice Malak
Meredith Malone
Court & Kim Mandrell
Russell & Kimberley Mann
Neil & Ricki Marglous
Pat & Jim Markey
Christy Marshall
Karen Marshall
Cheryl A. & Hiram C. Martin
Sue S. Matlof
Alan G. & Sande Mawhinney
Ron & Kate McAtee
Denise A. McCartney
Jan McClenahan
Carolyn McCune
Ruthie McDaniel
Mary Ann & Robert McFarland
Kristen McGauley
Lynn McGoogan
Sarah McGrew
Tom & Elaine McKenna
Larry & Linda McLane
Brian & Nora McMorrow
Jo Ann McNaughton-Kade
Medtronic
Persis & Minoo Mehta
Murray & Linda H. Meierhoff
Debbie Mentz

Harlan & Liz Meyer
Alan G. & Rosemary C. Meyers
Eric Michaelis
Peggy Michalski
Laura L.  Mick
Midwest BankCentre
Midwest Regional Bank
Ann Miller
Leslie Miller
Ruth H. Miller
Kathleen Buescher Milligan
Wanda Million
Missouri Humanities
Jacob Mohrmann
Barbara T. Moore
Linnie Morgan
Robert & Mary Morgan
Judy Morrow
Charles & Myra Moscowitz
Jeanne E. Most
Sandy K. Mueller
Tom Muenks
Birch & Catherine Mullins
Janet E. Mulroy
Michael & Susan Murphy
Carol & Michael Murray
Debra A. Murrish
Shanti S. Nagarkatti
Susan Nagarkatti
Jennifer Nahm
Ron Nason
Lynne R. Nikolaisen
Burton W. Noll
Daryl Norman
Norman J. Stupp Foundation
     Commerce Bank, Trustee
Alexandra Nuccio
Christine Obermeier
Edward J. & Colette M. O’Brien, Jr.
Betty O’Dea
Wendy Olk
Oly & Cheri LS Olson
Joan & James W. O’Neill
Alison Oswald
Eric H. & Linda A. Otten
Gary Otten
PA Chapter Palatines to America
Judith Packer
Gina Palmer
Namita Paranjothi

The St. Louis County Library Foundation is committed to enhance and enrich the  
library’s educational and cultural mission by securing financial support beyond public  
funding, sponsoring programs and special projects, and serving as a library  
ambassador.
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Marc S. & Prudence Kramer
Kranzberg Arts Foundation
Martha Kratzer
Jeri Krieger
Dottie Kroenung
Joan Krueger
Wes Kruse
Toni M. Kutchan
Lawrence E. & Hannah Langsam
Laura Laramore
Elaine Sponberg Larson
Pat Larson

Deborah P. Lauer
Monica L. Lauer
Joseph Lee
Linda S. Legg
Barbara Levin
Angela D. Link
Marilyn Lipman
Anita & John Lloyd
Mark Lo
Charles & Jo Ann Lombardo
Kathy Lordo
Jonathan B. Losos
Ann Ludlow
Cathy Luna Horneyer
Gail Luther
Carl A. & Lynn Lyss
Lowe S. & Judith E. MacLean
Ian & Annie Magdits
Libby Magee
MAI Capital Management, LLC
Tabitha Mailhes
June E. Makowski
Janice Malak
Meredith Malone
Court & Kim Mandrell
Russell & Kimberley Mann
Neil & Ricki Marglous
Pat & Jim Markey
Christy Marshall
Karen Marshall
Cheryl A. & Hiram C. Martin
Sue S. Matlof
Alan G. & Sande Mawhinney
Ron & Kate McAtee
Denise A. McCartney
Jan McClenahan
Carolyn McCune
Ruthie McDaniel
Mary Ann & Robert McFarland
Kristen McGauley
Lynn McGoogan
Sarah McGrew
Tom & Elaine McKenna
Larry & Linda McLane
Brian & Nora McMorrow
Jo Ann McNaughton-Kade
Medtronic
Persis & Minoo Mehta
Murray & Linda H. Meierhoff
Debbie Mentz

Harlan & Liz Meyer
Alan G. & Rosemary C. Meyers
Eric Michaelis
Peggy Michalski
Laura L.  Mick
Midwest BankCentre
Midwest Regional Bank
Ann Miller
Leslie Miller
Ruth H. Miller
Kathleen Buescher Milligan
Wanda Million
Missouri Humanities
Jacob Mohrmann
Barbara T. Moore
Linnie Morgan
Robert & Mary Morgan
Judy Morrow
Charles & Myra Moscowitz
Jeanne E. Most
Sandy K. Mueller
Tom Muenks
Birch & Catherine Mullins
Janet E. Mulroy
Michael & Susan Murphy
Carol & Michael Murray
Debra A. Murrish
Shanti S. Nagarkatti
Susan Nagarkatti
Jennifer Nahm
Ron Nason
Lynne R. Nikolaisen
Burton W. Noll
Daryl Norman
Norman J. Stupp Foundation
     Commerce Bank, Trustee
Alexandra Nuccio
Christine Obermeier
Edward J. & Colette M. O’Brien, Jr.
Betty O’Dea
Wendy Olk
Oly & Cheri LS Olson
Joan & James W. O’Neill
Alison Oswald
Eric H. & Linda A. Otten
Gary Otten
PA Chapter Palatines to America
Judith Packer
Gina Palmer
Namita Paranjothi

The St. Louis County Library Foundation is committed to enhance and enrich the  
library’s educational and cultural mission by securing financial support beyond public  
funding, sponsoring programs and special projects, and serving as a library  
ambassador.
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Donors (continued)

Sandra Patterson
Julie Pennell
Mary Penner
Eleesa B. & Francisco Perez
Susan G. Peters
Pfizer Foundation
Donna Philips
Don & Bonnie Jo Phillips
Guy & Kim Phillips
William R. Piper
Julie L. Plax
James Pona
Nancy Potter
Susan Preis
Madelon Price
Timothy Probst
Terry L. Proffitt
Helena Prophete
Lynne E. Puetz
Evie Puleo
Florence T. Pullen
Joyce E. Salih & Marvin Pund
Maurice E. & Catherine Quiroga
Linda Raclin
Elizabeth Rainbolt
Aruna Rajagopalan
Linda S. Ramin
John & Mary Ranck
Hether Range Simmerman
Emily Rapp
Gary A. & Marilyn Ratkin
Diane Rau
Jim & Linda Reed
Karen L. Reeves
David & Kathy Rehmer
Mr. & Mrs. O. Lee Reid, Jr.
Marlena Renner
Tracey L. Reynolds & Timothy Reich
Robert & Carol Richardson
Kaitlyn Riddle
Amy Lynn Roach
Ms. Bobbie E. & Josiah J. Robertson
Jon & Caryn Rocca
Brenna Rockwell
Mary Grace Roewe
Carla E. & Jerrold D. Rosen
Nancy & Rabbi Rosenstock
Leah S. Rubin
Anne C. Rudder
Nancy Rudolph
Roy & Christine Saffold
Saigh Foundation
Anita L. Sanchez
JoAnn & Thomas Sandifer
Barbara Sandmel

Mary J. Schaefer
Jack & Matrice Schaefers
Barry J. Schapiro
Robert Schenk
David J. & Carol Schepers
Johanna Schillinger
Jacob Schlesinger
Kathy Schmeltz
Josiah Schmidt
Amanda & Matt Schmitt
Glenn Schmoll
Tracy Schnieders
Gary J. & Marietta Schwalbe
Barbara & Joel Schwartz
Susan & Benjamin Schwartz
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Schwarz
Kurt A. & Anna C. Schwind
Glenda Seldin
Ruth Seldin
Thomas Sellmeyer
Barbara Shannon
Mary Beth & John Shaw
Philip A. & Janice Shayne
Mellie Shelton
Suzy Shepard
Jennifer Shifrin
Linda Shogren
Jeremy & Elizabeth Shook
Karen & Bob Shymanski
Dr. & Mrs. Gregorio Sicard
Patricia A. Siegfried
Sherman & Joan Ellyn Silber
Dr. & Mrs. Alan B. Silverberg
Marla Simons
Chris Simpkin
Dale & Merle Singer
Kathy Sinnott
Mary Sisul
Jennifer & Matt Smith
Patty Smith
Brad Smull
Cheryl Snell
Roy Sorbet
Jeff Spahr
Eugenia M. Stansbury
Pamela S. Statler
Stock & Associates Consulting  
     Engineers, Inc.
Paul E. & Martha S. Stohr
Joan & David Strassmann Queller
Lee S. Streett
Mark Strothmann
Elizabeth Struckhoff
Mary Stuart
Paul Stuart

Christine K. Stuckenschneider
Courtney Stuen
Jaimy Suydam
Carla Haack & Frank R. Szofran
Kathryn Tahan
Celie Tatom
Dixie Tenny
Dale Terrell
Tosha Terveen
The Daniel & Henry Co
The P. Wayne & Jane B. Goode  
     Foundation
The Women’s Connection Network
Jo Ellen Thelen
Eleanor M. Thomas
Julie Thomas
Marykay Thrower
Steven Tietjen
Harry Toder
Anne Tollefson
Gay Tompkins
Barbara Touchette
Arlene Caplan & Joe Tripodi
Brent Trout
Bill & Barbara Turkington
U.S. Bank
Leslie & Albert Uljee
Carol T. Underriner
Jill Underwood
Susan Upchurch
Linda Vandas
Russell R. & Barb Vanderbeek
Paul M. & Linda M. Vandivort, Jr.
Mary Jane & Dean L. Vazis
Susan M. Veidt
David & Cathy Vierse
Warren Vincent
Jim & Lea Virtel
Dennis Wacker
Lida J. & Kenneth L. Wagner
Lynn A. & Debbie Walker
Jerold & Elizabeth B. Wallis
Mia C. & James R. Walters
Elyse Washington
Washington University in St. Louis
David & Colleen Wasinger
Jenny Watton
Roger Waxelman
Wednesday Club of Saint Louis
Gary & Deborah H. Weinstein
Carol Weisman
John C. Welch
Carol Wellman
Jack & Mary Wetzel
Laurie Whitehouse

Martin Wice
Ashley Wiehle
Lou Ann Wilcox
Mary Wildt
Steven & Susan Wilhelms
Daniel E. & Kathy M. Wilke
Nancy Willard
Judy Willett
Emily Williams
Erin Williams
India Williams
Cornelia V. Williamson
Dan Wilson
Rosemary & Paul Wilson
Sue Wilson
Thomas Wilson
Douglas H. & Jeanne Wilton
Tom & Jan Winter
Lynn Wittels
Mike Wolf
David A. Wolfe
Jim J. & Julie Wood, CFP
Tiffany Woodard
Mary Joan Woods
Kathryn L. Workman
World Wide Technology Foundation
Steve & Nell Wulff
Sarah Wunderly
Rick Yakimo
Jane C. Young
Donna Zerega
Zonta Club of St. Louis



Gifts and Tributes
                              The Library Foundation offers a special opportunity to honor and remember a loved one, friend or colleague. 
                              A donation to the Foundation recognizes and expresses your love and respect for a beloved individual while enhancing  
                              the Foundation‘s early childhood literacy programs. Please consider the Foundation for a tribute or memorial gift.  
 
The following is a list of people who gave gifts or tributes between the dates of January 1, 2025 and June 30, 2025.

Gary Bertchume 
Jan Beger

Cassie Buerki
Harriet Bussel

Carol Kohnen
Gregory and Joan Hempen
Laverne Sebben

Leonard and Mary Hayden
Lisa Hayden

Patricia Hencken 
Michele Cinciripini 

Sue Klau
Cynthia Nettles

 In Memory of:

Kevin Michael Neustaedter
Jack Anderson, JR.
Valerie Combs

Michael Rossi
Carole Stone

Pat Scaglione
Julie Mayer

Mrs. Chandrakanta Soni
Shilpa Soni

Joge Weiler
Anna Schook

Grants Received
The Library Foundation was awarded 8 grants totalling $353,700 
from January 1 to June 30, 2025:  

•  $5,500 from Saigh Foundation to support the Gateway  
to Reading literacy initiative

•  $5,000 from Steward Family Foundation to support Raise  
a Reader

•  $300,000 from Berges Family Foundation to support 3 years 
of social worker services at Library branches

•  $15,000 from Norman J. Stupp Foundation to support  
2 years of the Sidney Johnson summer internship program for  
high school students

•  $10,000 from the Regional Arts Commission to support the 
St. Louis Storytelling Festival

•  $2,500 from Delta Dental Community Donations to support 
the Gateway to Reading literacy initiative

•  $15,000 from Pott Foundation to support MetroMarket mobile 
farmer’s market stops at the Lewis & Clark Branch

•  $700 from Zonta Club of St. Louis to support the Gateway  
to Reading literacy initiative

Gateway to Reading

St. Louis Storytelling Festival
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Readers Advisory Reads
“ The Aviator and the Showman” 

by Laurie Gwen Shapiro  
This well researched account explains how Amelia 
Earhart became famous and what role her husband 
played in her disappearance.

“ Rose in Chains”  
by Julie Soto 
This is a romantasy in which the heroine is  
auctioned off to the scion of a wealthy, evil family 
and must find her magic to escape.

“ Her Many Faces”  
by Nicci Cloke 
In this thriller, multiple narrators tell the “truth” about 
a waitress accused of poisoning patrons at a posh 
London club.

“ North to the Future”  
by Ben Weissenbach     
A young student with no wilderness experience  
recounts his trek through Alaska’s Brooks Range 
with a famed field scientist.

When St. Louis Women Took the Field
         A LOOK BACK  | History & Genealogy

by Brent Trout, Manager, History & Genealogy

75 years ago today, St. Louis 
made soccer history. 
 
In 1950, St. Louis soccer took a groundbreaking turn with the creation 
of the Craig Club Girls’ Soccer League. It welcomed youth regardless 
of race or creed and stood out by organizing a girls’ division of more 
than 70 players aged 16 to 22. Those players took the field in four 
teams: the Bobby Soccers, Bombers, Co-eds, and Flyers. They 
played a full season complete with standings and a championship.

Local media often branded it a novelty, yet spectators thought 
otherwise. Crowds swelled into the hundreds, packing fields to watch 
the matches and support the players. The league expanded in its 
second season before ending after only two years.

Though short-lived, the impact of the Craig Club resonated long after 
its final match. While women’s soccer in America would fade for a 
time, the league had already planted the seeds of inclusion and 
equality. It remains an important part of St. Louis soccer history and  

a reminder that progress often begins with a few determined players 
willing to take the field.
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Do you love author events and want access to reserved seating and early access to ticketed sales?  
Join the Friends of the Library! Your annual gift gets you on the list for all kinds of perks, all while supporting critical 
programs at SLCL that are making a real impact in the St.Louis region and beyond. Scan the QR code to join today.

Recent Author Events

Geri Halliwell-Horner Al Roker Karin Slaughter Abraham Verghese

Did you know that SLCL is home to one of the largest author event programs in the country? Each year, the library welcomes over  
30,000 guests to hear from their favorite authors across all genres. In 2025, SLCL has already played host to some huge names in pop 
culture. Names like John Green, Geri Halliwell-Horner (Ginger Spice!), Jeneva Rose, and so many others. Upcoming events can be found at  
slcl.org/events-classes/authors. We hope to see you there! 

Carol Moseley Braun audienceJohn Green Carol Moseley Braun

Honoring Dr. Arthur H. Gale
The St. Louis County Library Foundation mourns the passing of 
Dr. Arthur H. Gale, a physician, writer, and philanthropist whose 

generosity helped bring 
groundbreaking conversations 
in medicine and science to our 
community. 
 
Born and raised in St. Louis,  
Dr. Gale dedicated more than 
six decades to practicing 
internal medicine with 
compassion and tireless 
advocacy for his patients. 
He served as President of 

the Jewish Hospital medical staff, President of the St. Louis 
Metropolitan Medical Society, and as a longtime delegate to the 

American Medical Association. In addition to publishing four books 
and countless articles on the challenges of American medicine, he 
also created spaces where dialogue and discovery could flourish. 
 
Among his many contributions, Dr. Gale established the Arthur 
Gale Medical Arts Series at the St. Louis County Library, which 
has welcomed leading voices in health and medicine to share 
their expertise with thousands of readers, learners, and families. 
His vision was clear: knowledge should be accessible, and the 
community strengthened, through the sharing of ideas. 
 
Dr. Gale will be remembered not only for his remarkable medical 
career and devotion to family, but also for the enduring legacy of 
curiosity and compassion he instilled in our community. His Medical 
Arts Series will continue to spark dialogue, inspire understanding, 
and enrich lives for years to come.



Upcoming Author Events

October 
Friday, October 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Elizabeth George 
“A Slowly Dying Cause: A Lynley Mystery”  
Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors. 

Monday, October 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Katherine Rundell 
“The Poisoned King: Impossible Creatures - Book Two” 
Reading Garden Series for Young Audiences 

Thursday, October 9, 7:00 p.m. 
Stephanie Garber 
“Alchemy of Secrets”  
Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Stephanie Garber 
Thursday, October 9

Joe Hill 
Wednesday, October 22

Jason Reynolds 
Friday, October 17

David Nasaw 
Thursday, October 23

Andrew Morton 
Saturday, October 25

Mitch Albom 
Sunday, October 26

Catherine Newman 
Thursday, November 6

Deborah Roberts 
Tuesday, November 18

Friday, October 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Beth Macy 
“Paper Girl: A Memoir of Home and Family in a Fractured America” 

Thursday, October 16, 6:30 p.m. 
Alan Gratz 
“War Games” 
Reading Garden Series for Young Audiences 

Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Friday, October 17, 6:30 p.m. 
Jason Reynolds 
“Coach”  
Reading Garden Series for Young Audiences 

Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Sunday, October 19, 2:00 p.m. 
Amy Timberlake 
“Rock, Paper, Incisors: A Skunk and Badger Story” 
Reading Garden Series for Young Audiences 

Wednesday, October 22, 7:00 p.m. 
Joe Hill 
“King Sorrow”  
Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Thursday, October 23, 7:00 p.m. 
David Nasaw 
“The Wounded Generation: Coming Home After World War II”  
Westfall Politics and History Series 

TICKETED 
EVENT

TICKETED 
EVENT

All events will take place at Clark Family Branch, 1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63131

TICKETED 
EVENT

TICKETED 
EVENT

TICKETED 
EVENT

Bestselling author Ruth Ware in conversation with Stephanie Skees, Director of Events 
and Curated Collections at The Novel Neighbor on Saturday, July 12 at Clark Family 
Branch.
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Deborah Roberts 
Tuesday, November 18

Saturday, October 25, 7:00 p.m. 
Andrew Morton 
“Winston and the Windsors: How Churchill Shaped a Dynasty” 
Westfall Politics and History Series 

Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Sunday, October 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Mitch Albom 
“Twice”  
Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Wednesday, October 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Gilbert King 
“Bone Valley: A True Story of Injustice and Redemption in the Heart  
of Florida”  

November 
Monday, November 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Jonathan Losos 
“Feline”  

Wednesday, November 5, 7:00 p.m. 
Charles Finch 
“The Hidden City: A Charles Lenox Mystery”  

Thursday, November 6, 7:00 p.m. 
Catherine Newman 
“Wreck” 
 
 

All events will take place at Clark Family Branch, 1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63131

Sunday, November 9, 6:00 p.m. 
Eoin Colfer 
“Firefox Moon: A Juniper Lane Adventure” 

Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Deborah Roberts 
“Sisters Loved and Treasured: Stories of Unbreakable Bonds”  
Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  

Thursday, November 20, 7:00 p.m. 
Simon Winchester 
“The Breath of the Gods: The History and Future of the Wind” 
Westfall Politics and History Series 

Saturday, November 22, 7:00 p.m. 
Leland Vittert 
“Born Lucky: A Dedicated Father, a Grateful Son, and My Journey with 
Autism”  

Sunday, November 23, 7:00 p.m.  
Billy Collins 
“Dog Show: Poems” 
Tickets can be purchased through slcl.org/authors.  
 

If you are a SLCL Foundation supporter who would like to be 
featured in an upcoming issue of the Friends Newsletter, 
contact Ashley Sexton at foundation@slcl.org or by 
phone at 314-994-3300 ext. 2174.

The St. Louis County Library Foundation would like to express 
gratitude for your continued support. If you have any questions 
about the foundation, or would like to learn about other ways 
to support SLCL, please email foundation@slcl.org

More events can be found at www.slcl.org 
 

TICKETED 
EVENT

TICKETED 
EVENT

TICKETED 
EVENT

TICKETED 
EVENT

Grammy Award-winning musicians and children’s book authors, Lucky Diaz and Alisha 
Gaddis had the young audience on its feet Friday, August 8 at the Clark Family Branch.

Journalist, television personality, and bestselling author Al Roker charmed a soldout 
crowd on Saturday, June 7 at Clark Family Branch.
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St. Louis County Library Foundation 
1412 S. Spoede Road 
St. Louis, MO 63131 
foundation.slcl.org

Upcoming Events for Young Readers

Go to foundation.slcl.org/events for more information about these and other author visits.

Monday, October 6 
6:30 p.m.

Katherine 
Rundell 
“ The Poisoned King: Impossible 
Creatures – Book Two”

Clark Family Branch

Thursday, October 16 
6:30 p.m.

Alan Gratz 
“ War Games”

Clark Family Branch 

Ticketed event 
see inside for details

Friday, October 17 
6:30 p.m.

Jason 
Reynolds 
“ Coach”

Clark Family Branch 

Ticketed event 
see inside for details

Sunday, November 9 
6:00 p.m.

Eoin Colfer 
“ Firefox Moon: A Juniper Lane 
Adventure”

Clark Family Branch

Photo by
Adedayo Dayo Kosoko
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